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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Membership Application 2024-2025
Spring Break March 2025
If accepted, you are required to enroll in SOCA 499. 

Please complete the following application and submit by Friday, September 13th at 5:00 p.m.
Email application to Daniel.Brewster@mail.wvu.edu
Feel free to submit applications early.

Please type all answers. 

We reserve the right to interview all applicants before acceptance to the Global Brigades service project.

I am interested in the ______ Medical Brigades   ______ Dental Brigades    ______ Both Brigades
Name:  
WVU email address:   

Major: 








Please check one: 

Undergraduate Student _____

Graduate Student _____

Alumni _____

What year did you become a full-time student on campus at WVU Morgantown? _______
Current GPA (Undergraduates ONLY): ________
Spanish is not a requirement for GMDB; however, we want to understand your background. Indicate yes or no to the following questions. 

Are you pursuing a Spanish major or minor at WVU? __________

Are you conversational in Spanish? __________

Are you applying to be a translator? __________

Please visit the Global Brigades website and our website prior to applying. 

Global Brigades: https://www.globalbrigades.org/
WVU Global Medical and Dental Brigades: https://medicaldentalbrigades.orgs.wvu.edu/home
Please type all answers. 

For the following questions, please be thorough and genuine in your responses. 

I. Martin Luther King Jr. notably suggested, "Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane." 

a. In both rural Panama and rural West Virginia, access to healthcare can be limited due to various factors. Research and compare the healthcare challenges in these two regions. What are the key similarities and differences, and how do you think your understanding of these issues can help you contribute effectively during a brigade in Panama?
II. Global Brigades serve in various countries, including Panama, utilizing a holistic model to empower communities. 
a. Based on your understanding of this model, explain how it addresses both immediate healthcare needs and long-term community development. How do you think this dual approach can create sustainable change in the communities served? (Give specific examples incorporating the holistic model.)
III. “The sociology of health examines the socio-economic and material constraints on illness and wellbeing. This includes the spread and management of disease plus access to safe and adequate resources of care” – Dr. Zuleyka Zevallos

a. What role does a sociological understanding of society and the world have in better understanding health and medicine? 

IV. Through Global Brigades, we work to serve in resource reduced regions while also ensuring they will be self-sustainable upon our departure. Many people who apply seek to go on a “trip” or “travel” while also volunteering, espousing statements like “I was born to change the world” (through their version of white saviorism). 

a. What is your motivation for applying for a brigade rather than a conventional study abroad? What are some ways they/we combat “voluntourism” and “white saviorism”, and how will you personally combat these ideas if accepted to the Panama brigade?

V. A successful Brigade is dependent upon a lot of hard work and many skills in each member. While on brigade you will need to be able to adapt to challenging situations and practice problem-solving.

a. If accepted on the Panamanian brigade, where do you see yourself exceling and where do you see yourself struggling? Explain a different time in your life when you had to adapt and overcome an obstacle/challenge. 


